DOCUMENT 



RESUME 



HE 001 032 



ED 031 160 

By -Piccard, Leroy A. 

A Comparison of Student Enrollment with the Student Use of the Health Service. 

Missouri Untv., Columbia. 

Pub Date 169) 

Note- 1 lp. 

EDRS Price MF-S0.25 HC-S0.65 

Descriptors-* College Students, Enrollment Rate, * Health Services, Higher Education 
Identifiers-* Missouri University 

The extent of student use of college health services at the University of Missouri, 
Columbia from July 1, 1963 through June 20, 1968 — a period when enrollment 
increased rapidly— was investigated in this study. Data were obtained from records 
of the Health Service and Registrar’s Office. Answers were sought to 3 questions: Did 
increased enrollment affect the proportion of the student body using the health 
service? Did differences occur in* the use of the health service by male and female 
students in proportion to their membership in the student body? Were there 
differences in the use of the student health service by male and female students 
within medical classifications? It was found that student use of the health service 
over the 6-year period was not significantly different from the rate of enrollment. 
Approximately 63? availed themselves of health services. Males and females tended to 
use the health service at a ratio similar to their proportion in the enrollment. The only 
exception was in the use of the health service for medical purposes: females used 
this service at a rate that was significantly higher than their ratio to males in the 
student population. Additional research is recommended on the image of the Health 
service, the type of services offered, and the effect of student housing on use of the 
health service. Tables are included. (JS) 
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POSITION OR POLICY. 

A COKPARISON OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT 



WITH THE STUDENT USE OF THE HEALTH SERVICE 



Leroy A* Plcoard 



There are many people* both Inside and outside the 
boundaries of the college campus, who claim that the pur- 
pose of a college Is the pursuit of truth and knowledge 
and not the emotional or physical health of students* 

They are quick to acclaim that the goal Is the achievement 
of high aoademlc standards, not the coddling of young peo- 
ple* They also announce that college men and women should 
be mature enough to look after their own health while seek- 
ing the Intellectual offerings of the Institution* These 
advocates of Instant maturity even have a ready made, If 
not somewhat paradoxical slogans These youngsters have 
to grow up sooner or later so It might as well be sooner* 
Responsibility for their health, safety, and welfare Is not 
ours i they should know enough to take care of themselves. 

The appropriateness of a statement of whether or not 
the health of students Is of concern to the college offi- 
cials as well as to the Individual student seems to lie In 
the use made of the college health service by the v students 
for which It was created. In a survey of 1,157 colleges, 
Summersklll (1954) Indicated that seventeen per cent of 
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the colleges did not assume any formal responsibility what 
ever for the health of their students# It was found too # 
that an additional sixteen per cent of the colleges having 
health programs did not assume clinical care beyond common 
first aid. In a study conducted at Ohio State University, 
Solleder (1964) found that approximately thirty per cent 
of the student body made use of the health service. The 
average number of student visits to the health service was 
322 per day i however, some of those were multiple users of 
the health service. 

The amount of student use of the oollege health serv- 
ice, either as a patient or for preventive measures, will 
depend upon the services offered, the reputation, and the 
climate of the health service, Farnsworth (1964) stated 
that the perception of the health service depends upon the 
kind of background from which each student comes and the 
particular Image that the health service In question pre- 
sents to the academic community. 

The purpose of this study was to Investigate the use * 
of the college health servloes over an extended period of 
time within which the enrollment of the Institution experi- 
enced a rapid growth,. The major questions asked weret 
1, Did the Increased enrollment of the Institution 
affect the proportion of the student body availing 
Itself of services offered by the student health 
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2* Did differences occur in the use of the student 
health service by male and female students in 
proportion to their membership in the student 
body? 

3* Were there differences in the use of the student 
health servloe by male and female students within 
medloal classifications? 

Method 

The data inoluded students enrolled in the University 
of Missouri* Columbia* who made use of the health service 
during the period July 1* 1963 through June 20, 1968. The 
Chi Square Tests at the .01 level of significance was used 
to determine any proportional ohanges occurring in the use 
of the health service over the six year period* The six 
year blook of time was used to control for enrollment 
shifts and for any single epidemic that may have oocurred 
during the time span of a single year* 

The data concerning the use of the health service was 
obtained from the files of the Health Service at the Uni- 
versity of Missouri* Columbia* The enrollment figures for 
male* female* and total population was obtained from the 
Registrars Office at the University of Missouri* Columbia* 

Results 

The enrollment in the University of Missouri* Columbia 
increased from 14*052 students in 1962 to 19»409 students 
in 196? (Table 1)* The student use of the health service 
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increased from 7»78l students In 1962 to 13»602 students in 



1967. 



Insert Table 1 about here 



The average increase in enrollment over the six year 
period was 883 students per year* At the same time the use 
of the health service increased at an average of 670 stu- 
dents per year* 

The increase in enrollment did not slgnlfloantly change 
the proportional use of the health service (Table 2)* Dur- 
ing the six sohool years 1962 to 1968* the university en- 
rollment increased 12 % * The use of the health service in- 
creased 7^*81^ over the same time period* 



Insert Table 2 about here 



For each of the six years the rate of difference between 
enrollment and use of the health service did not vary more 
than 2 % for any specific year* 

The use of the health servloe by sex (Table 3) did not 

1 

show any significant differences over the six year time 
span* It is interesting to note* however* that the use of 
the health service by sex changed 1 * 12 % while the enrollment 
proportions changed 3 * 99 % over the total period* 
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Insert Table 3 about here 



It was found that as the proportions in the enrollment 

i 

changed , the proportional use of the health service changed 
at an equivalent rate but on opposite vectors# 

The use of the health service by sex when categorized 
into major health classifications did show a significant 
difference for one of the three classifications (Table 4)# 
It was found that the females used the health service for 
medical purposes at a rate that was significantly higher 
than the males in proportion to their numbers in the stu- 
dent population# The female students used the health serv- 
ice at a rate 18 #91# higher than their expected frequency 
when compared to the male students# 

] 

Insert Table 4 about here 



There were no significant differences found between 
male and female student users of the health service in the 
orthopedlcal and surgical areas# 

Discussion 

The use of the health service by students enrolled in 
the University of Missouri 9 Columbia remained at a ratio 
that was not significantly different to the rate of enroll- 
ment# It is interesting to note that approximately 63 % of 
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the student population used the. health service at the Uni- 
versity of Missouri » Columbia! while at Ohio State Univer- 
sity » Solleder found that approximately 33^ of the students 
used the health service* 

Males and females tend to use the health service at 
a ratio that Is similar to their proportion In student en- 
rollment. The only exception was found In the medical areai 
females used this service at a rate that was significantly 

i 

higher than their ratio to males In the student population. 

It Is recommended, by this author* that additional re- 
search be dene on college aad university health services to 
determine If the Image of the service, type of services 
offered, and mode of student housing have any affect upon 
the use of the health service. 
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Table 1 

The Student Enrollment and the Use of the 
Health Service During the Period 1962-1968 

Source 62-63 63 -64 64-65 65-66 66-67 67-68 

University 14,052 14,696 15.289 16,867 17.850 19.407 

Enrollment 
Use of 

Health 7.781 8,629 9.322 10,210 12,234 13,602 

Service 
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l,A*le 2 

Ratings on Use of the Health Service 

as Compa red to Enrollme nt O ver a Si x-ye ar Tl ae _S^gi _ 

Ratings 62-63 63-64 64-65 65-66 66-67 6 7-68 

Student use 
of the Health 
Service 

Exp. 14.1$ 14.4# 15.7# 17.8# 18.4# 19.8# 

Oba. 12.8# 14.1# 15.2# 16.7# 19.8# 21.4# 

Chi Square « .0384, d.f. ■ 5, n.s. .01 
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Table 3 

Ratings on Use of Health Service 
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bySex Over a Six-year Time Span 



Ratings 


62-63 


63-64 


64-65 


65-66 


66-67 


67-68 


Hale 


Exp# 


67.4# 


66.1# 


66.0# 


65.5# 


64.4# 


63.8# 


Obs . 


66. OS ( 


66.2# 


66.2# 


64.9# 


67.3# 


67.7# 


Female 


Exp. 


32 .4# 


33.9# 


34.0# 


34.5# 


35.6# 


36 . 2 # 


Obs. 


34.0# 


33.8# 


33*8# 


35.1# 


32.7# 


32.3# 


Chi Square * .0911 


9 d.f . 


* 5» n.s. 


.01 
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Table 4 

Ratings on Use of the Health Service 
by Sex for Major Medical Classifications 



Ratings 


Hale 


Female 


Medleal Exp* 


66.5068$ 


33.4932$ 


Obs* 


47.5981$ 


52.4019$ 


Surgical Exp* 


66.5068$ 


33.4932$ 


Obs* 


67.3722$ 


32.6228$ 


Orthopedioal 






Exp* 


66.5068$ 


33.4932$ 


Obs* 


76.3157$ 


23.6843$ 


Chi Square Medical a 


7.151. d.f. * 1. 


sign* *01 



Chi Square Surgical a *0337* d.f* - 1» n*s* *01 
Chi Square Orthopedioal * 4*328,, d*f* * 1» n#s* *01 



